
Common Arts Education
with Chris Hall, MAT

Webinar Show Notes

Agenda

A. Synopsis:Master educator and author Chris Hall provides a history of the common
arts, identifies its place among the liberal and fine arts, and describes its importance
in education for thinkers from Ancient Greece through today. Expounding on his
book Common Arts Education: Renewing the Classical Tradition of Training the Hands,
Head, and Heart, Chris provides compelling philosophical and theological
determination for bringing the liberal arts and common arts together for a whole
education.

B. Personal Announcements:

○ Book: Common Arts Education: Renewing the Classical Tradition of Training
the Hands, Head, and Heart

○ CU course: Common Arts Education
○ Website: Always Learning Education

C. Main Goals Tonight (30-35 mins):

○ Artifacts and the nature of the common arts
○ Relationship between the liberal and common arts and the fine arts as their

https://classicalacademicpress.com/products/common-arts-education?__hstc=184285689.27da0240b1c66cec2d11a1235aaffa29.1669750659056.1686591510565.1686594628422.316&__hssc=184285689.6.1686594628422&__hsfp=2393331666
https://classicalacademicpress.com/products/common-arts-education?__hstc=184285689.27da0240b1c66cec2d11a1235aaffa29.1669750659056.1686591510565.1686594628422.316&__hssc=184285689.6.1686594628422&__hsfp=2393331666
https://classicalu.com/courses/common-arts-education/
https://alwayslearningeducation.net/


highest intersection
○ We are embodied creatures meant to thrive as well as survive

D. Q & A to follow (15-20 mins)

TONIGHT’S OUTLINE

I. Prologue: modernity, the common arts, and reality
II. Ancient Artifact: acheulean ax, the evolution of flint mapping, and the arts of

language and apprenticeship
III. Arts of “Thrival” - How the arts intersect

a. liberal arts seen as descending from an ordained order
b. common arts as service performed in charity lead back to cosmic order

reflected in liberal arts
c. fine arts is the culmination of goodness, truth, and the beauty of the aesthetic

encounter evoked in the intersection of liberal and common arts
IV. Historical arc of common arts preserved in ancient conversations

a. Hugh of St. Victor
b. Bonaventure
c. Milton
d. Tolkien - LOTR

i. language of
ii. creatures
iii. notion of craft descending from language

e. Lewis - Abolition
i. acting as sub-creators in our craft



Q & A

Some questions that were answered in the webinar

● Can you give advice on how to teach hands on real world topics in an online
classroom?

● How do we encourage older adults to be able to share their knowledge in these
common arts?

● What do you mean when you say that sometimes the common arts don’t involve
moving hands, they involve still ones?

● What are practical ways to practice the common arts tomorrow?

Encore Resources

I. You can find Chris Hall at:
A. Website: Always Learning Education

1. Courses
2. Apprenticeships

B. Scholé Academy: Common Arts I
1. Part A (Fall)
2. Part B (Spring)
3.

II. Chris’s Resources
A. Books

1. Common Arts Education: Renewing the Classical Tradition of Training
the Hands, Head, and Heart

2. A New Natural Philosophy: Recovering a Natural Science and Christian
Pedagogy

B. Articles & Essays
1. Publications

2. Podcast & Radio Interviews
1. Classical Education Podcast
2. Humility & Doxology

https://alwayslearningeducation.net/
https://alwayslearningeducation.net/shop/ols/categories/courses
https://alwayslearningeducation.net/shop/ols/categories/apprenticeships
https://scholeacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/23-24_Common_Arts_IB_Syllabus_c6c7e65c.pdf
https://scholeacademy.com/courses/23-24f_sa-art-common-ia/
https://scholeacademy.com/courses/23-24s_sa-art-common-ib/
https://classicalacademicpress.com/products/common-arts-education?__hstc=184285689.27da0240b1c66cec2d11a1235aaffa29.1669750659056.1686594628422.1686600889979.317&__hssc=184285689.2.1686600889979&__hsfp=2393331666
https://classicalacademicpress.com/products/common-arts-education?__hstc=184285689.27da0240b1c66cec2d11a1235aaffa29.1669750659056.1686594628422.1686600889979.317&__hssc=184285689.2.1686600889979&__hsfp=2393331666
https://classicalacademicpress.com/products/a-new-natural-philosophy-recovering-a-natural-science-and-christian-pedagogy?_pos=1&_sid=107c052a6&_ss=r
https://classicalacademicpress.com/products/a-new-natural-philosophy-recovering-a-natural-science-and-christian-pedagogy?_pos=1&_sid=107c052a6&_ss=r
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-hall-9a413a32/details/publications/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6AItwxUBfB6jisp0glqTP8
https://www.humilityanddoxology.com/chris-hall/


C. Recommended Reading:
1. Common Arts Education: Renewing the Classical Tradition of Training

the Hands, Head, and Heart by Christopher Hall, MAT
2. You Are Not a Gadget: A Manifesto by Jaron Lanier

3. The Abolition of Man by C.S. Lewis
4. Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv
5. The Unsettling of America: Culture and Agriculture by Wendell Berry
6. To Ride, Shoot Straight, and Speak the Truth by Jeff Cooper
7. The Call of the Wild + Free by Ainsley Arment
8. Beatrix Potter Originals
9. The Burgess Bird Book for Children by Thorton Burgess

D. Related Resources:
1. Common Arts Education Suggested Resources
2. "The Land": A Movie and Discussion about Adventure Play, Part 1 &

Part 2
3. Project Wildlife
4. National Audubon Society
5. Exploring Nature with Children curriculum
6. Nature Adventures!
7. Promise of Place: Place-Based Education
8. Acheulean hand ax

https://classicalacademicpress.com/products/common-arts-education?__hstc=184285689.27da0240b1c66cec2d11a1235aaffa29.1669750659056.1686591510565.1686594628422.316&__hssc=184285689.6.1686594628422&__hsfp=2393331666
https://classicalacademicpress.com/products/common-arts-education?__hstc=184285689.27da0240b1c66cec2d11a1235aaffa29.1669750659056.1686591510565.1686594628422.316&__hssc=184285689.6.1686594628422&__hsfp=2393331666
https://www.amazon.com/You-Are-Not-Gadget-Jaron-Lanier-audiobook/dp/B0033ZP7C0/ref=sr_1_1?hvadid=241896854051&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9025249&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=11824065243741866221&hvtargid=kwd-16157915065&hydadcr=16436_10305607&keywords=you+are+not+a+gadget+-+jaron+lanier&qid=1688085561&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/The-Abolition-of-Man-C-S-Lewis-audiobook/dp/B00JPJGXJE/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3F10WWYM0BSBQ&keywords=the+abolition+of+man&qid=1688085680&s=audible&sprefix=the+abolition+of+man%2Caudible%2C95&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Last-Child-Woods-Children-Nature-Deficit/dp/156512605X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+last+child+in+the+woods&qid=1686602872&sprefix=the+last+child+in+th+%2Caps%2C122&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Unsettling-America-Culture-Agriculture/dp/161902599X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1M8QXEV7ZX15I&keywords=The+Unsettling+of+America%3A+Culture+and+Agriculture&qid=1686603367&s=books&sprefix=the+unsettling+of+america+culture+and+agriculture%2Cstripbooks%2C99&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ride-Shoot-Straight-Speak-Truth/dp/0873649737/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2L0SQ5C35IKZB&keywords=to+ride+shoot+straight+and+speak+the+truth&qid=1686857546&sprefix=to+ride+to+shoot+%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0062916513/ref=sspa_dk_detail_1?psc=1&pd_rd_i=0062916513&pd_rd_w=p0L4x&content-id=amzn1.sym.f734d1a2-0bf9-4a26-ad34-2e1b969a5a75&pf_rd_p=f734d1a2-0bf9-4a26-ad34-2e1b969a5a75&pf_rd_r=8AD0TP9A8XG3P6648AMS&pd_rd_wg=AoQzr&pd_rd_r=9f3f8338-15d7-4d37-9922-273d8c08bdf0&s=books&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074BHLNB4?binding=hardcover&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_thcv&qid=1686603182&sr=1-18
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0486428400/ref=sspa_dk_detail_7?psc=1&pf_rd_p=f734d1a2-0bf9-4a26-ad34-2e1b969a5a75&pf_rd_r=8AD0TP9A8XG3P6648AMS&pd_rd_wg=AoQzr&pd_rd_w=p0L4x&content-id=amzn1.sym.f734d1a2-0bf9-4a26-ad34-2e1b969a5a75&pd_rd_r=9f3f8338-15d7-4d37-9922-273d8c08bdf0&s=books&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0264/3014/4583/files/Common_Arts_Education_Suggested_Resources.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHKrH51ygok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq8VGFymjLA
http://www.projectwildlife.org
https://www.audubon.org/
https://raisinglittleshoots.com/buy-exploring-nature-with-children/
https://www.amazon.com/Nature-Adventures-Guidebook-Facts-County/dp/1941384285/ref=sr_1_2?crid=16UMJTIMVK7V9&keywords=linda+hawley&qid=1686604141&sprefix=linda+hawley%2Caps%2C129&sr=8-2&asin=1941384285&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://promiseofplace.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acheulean

