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Outline:  
Controversy in the monastic tradition 

 During and after the Reformation there was criticism of corruption in the 
monasteries. 

 Luther and Calvin allowed that there could be proper monastic community. 
 There are Protestant monasteries today. 

 
Positive views of the monastic tradition 

 Monks are engaged in a lot of prayer. 
 Monks are known for their hospitality. 

 
Monastic tradition and classical education 

 The monastic tradition is an important piece of the puzzle. 
 We go back to go forward. 

o Sometimes when we have lost our way, the quickest way forward is to 
return home (C.S. Lewis). 

o Every revolution is a restoration (Chesterton). 
 

Images: Beautiful ruins of monasteries that thrived for centuries 
 There are so many ruins because there were so many monasteries.  
 The Unfinished Temple of the Middle Ages 

o “The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting, it is has 
been found difficult and left untried.”  (Chesterton) 

o “In history I found that Christianity, so far from belonging to the Dark 
Ages, was the one path across the Dark Ages that was not dark, it was 
a shining bridge connecting two shining civilizations.” (Chesterton) 

 We can learn from the noble ideal of the Christian faith of the Middle Ages. 
 

The Unfinished Temple 
 Christian schools and homeschools should recover, recuperate, reappropriate, 

emulate some of the leisurely and contemplative practices of monastic 
education for a 21st century context in order to recover some of the benefits of 
those practices. 

 There has been great truth embodied in the monastic tradition. 
 We lack engagement with some of the models that would embody the 

monastic tradition. 

The Monastic Tradition of 
Education 

with Dr. Christopher Perrin 
 

Lesson 1:  The 
Monastic Tradition of 
Education 
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A brief survey of monasticism 

 Anthony the Great, 251-356 AD, Egypt: He was an Eremitic Monk.  He 
withdrew from community. 

 Pachomius the Great, 292-348 AD, Egypt: He was a Cenobitic Monk, one 
who lives in common with other monks. 

 St. Simeon Stylites, 390-459 AD, Syria: He was a Stylitic Monk, who lived on 
the top of a pillar for 49 years. 

 St. John Cassian, 360-425 AD, France: He was a Cenobitic Monk.  He 
influenced Benedict. 

 St. Benedict, 480-543 AD, Italy: He was a Cenobitic Monk.   
o He is a contemporary of Boethius. 
o Benedict flees Rome.  He set himself to prayer for three years. 
o He founds twelve monasteries with twelve monks each. 
o He writes the Rule of St. Benedict.  It describes how a group of 

Christian men can come together, live in community wisely, dedicate 
themselves to prayer, service, study, work, and do so to the glory of 
God. 

 
 

 


