
The Sounds of the Season:
Finding Christ in Our Holiday Music

with Dr. Junius Johnson

Webinar Show Notes

Agenda

❖ Synopsis: December is the only month we live to a soundtrack. At home, in our cars,
and in stores, it is as if everyone has agreed to listen to the same playlist on repeat.
In this talk, Dr. Junius Johnson will show us how to turn these beloved songs, even
the most secular, into occasions for reflection on the mystery of the nativity and
restore a sense of schole to our preparations for Christmas.

❖ Guest Announcements (10 mins):
➢ CU Books: On Teaching Fairy Stories

■ eBook
■ Print

➢ CU courses:
■ Teaching Fairy Stories
■ Theology of Beauty and the Imagination
■ Great Books with Master Teachers

➢ Websites:

■ www.juniusjohnson.com: scholar. author. teacher. speaker. musician

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CBD84BZB
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1600514928/
https://classicalu.com/courses/teaching-fairy-stories/
https://classicalu.com/courses/theology-of-beauty-and-the-imagination-a-guide-to-wonder/
https://classicalu.com/great-books-with-master-teachers/
http://www.juniusjohnson.com/


■ Junius Johnson Academics: explore all courses
➢ Podcasts: The Classical Mind
➢ Advent Devotional: The Arrival of Christ
➢ Brass: Sounds of the Season

❖ Presentation: The Devotional in 3 Movements (30-35 mins)
➢ History
➢ Demonstration
➢ Reflection

❖ Audience Q & A to follow (15-20 mins)

Outline

I. Incarnation of the devotional: how it came to be
II. Purpose of the devotional: to marry theological reflection with song in a context

where you have the occasion to reflect upon it
III. Demonstration: read song lyrics, hear theological reflection, listen to the soundtrack

and reflect on what you’ve just heard

Q & A

Some questions that were answered in the webinar

● How long are each of the daily reflections in the Arrival of Christ - An Advent
Devotional?

● How can families keep the church calendar and traditions amongst the pressures
of work and school?

● How do we bring Christmas into the rest of the year?
● How can I listen to traditional Christmas music and reclaim it for the reason for

the season?

https://academics.juniusjohnson.com/
https://www.theclassicalmind.com/
https://churchx.ca/local/shop/product.php?id=107
https://nhbrass.com/sounds.html


Encore Resources

I. Where you can find Junius:
A. Websites:

1. Junius Johnson Academics
2. www.juniusjohnson.com/

B. Schedule a meeting here

II. Webinar Resources
A. Junius’s Resources

1. Books

a) Find his titles here
2. Devotional Course

a) The Arrival of Christ
3. Brass Showcase

a) Sounds of the Season
4. Articles & Essays

a) Read more articles and reviews here
b) Scholé Communities blog

5. Podcast & Radio Interviews
a) ClassicalU podcast Episode 4

b) The Classical Mind podcast

c) The Consortium Podcast Episode 40

d) Classical Riffs
B. Recommended Reading:

1. Waiting on the Word by Malcolm Guite
2. Wild Bells: A Literary Advent by Missy Andrews
3. The Inklings at Christmastide by William Murdock
4. Journey Through Advent by Carol Reynolds
5. Hallelujah: Cultivating Advent Traditions with Handel’s Messiah by
Cindy Rollins

6. Saint Nicholas the Giftgiver by Ned Bustard

7. The Annotated Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, Michael Hearn

(Editor) & John Leech (Illustrator)

8. The Jesse Tree by Geraldine McCaughrean

http://academics.juniusjohnson.com/
http://www.juniusjohnson.com/
https://juniusjohnson.as.me/schedule.php
https://www.juniusjohnson.com/read/#books
https://churchx.ca/local/shop/product.php?id=107
https://nhbrass.com/sounds.html
https://www.juniusjohnson.com/read/#books
https://scholecommunities.com/blog/
https://truenorth.fm/podcast/episode-04-interview-with-junius-johnson/
https://www.theclassicalmind.com/p/the-iliad?utm_medium=email#details
https://theclassicalconsortium.com/ep-40-dr-junius-johnson-and-redeeming-imagination/
https://www.facebook.com/classicalriffs
https://www.amazon.com/Waiting-Word-Advent-Christmas-Epiphany/dp/1848258003/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3GLU7CDKVWG7B&keywords=waiting+on+the+word+malcolm+guite&qid=1698849738&sprefix=waiting+on+the+word%2Caps%2C107&sr=8-1
https://www.centerforlit.com/catalogue/2019/2/4/wild-bells-a-literary-advent
https://www.amazon.com/Inklings-Christmastide-Readings-Chesterton-MacDonald/dp/B08KTKLNLT/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://professorcarol.com/professor-carols-store/#!/Journey-Through-Advent/p/57049252/category=37965506
https://blueskydaisies.net/books/introducing-hallelujah/
https://www.amazon.com/Saint-Nicholas-Giftgiver-Ned-Bustard/dp/1514001802
https://www.amazon.com/Annotated-Christmas-Carol-Prose-Books/dp/0393051587
https://www.amazon.com/Jesse-Tree-Geraldine-McCaughrean/dp/0802854036/ref=asc_df_0802854036/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312735752321&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=12367825321014457767&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1017948&hvtargid=pla-762067689752&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=69091066224&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=312735752321&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=12367825321014457767&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1017948&hvtargid=pla-762067689752


9. Grandpa’s Box by Starr Meade
C. Related Resources:

1. A Scholé Guide to Advent
2. Handel’s Messiah full performance by New St. Andrews Choir
3. Messiah libretto
4. Messiah full musical score
5. Messiah complete vocal score on openlibrary.org
6. Handel: Messiah by Academy & Chorus of St. Martin in the Fields, Sir
Neville Marriner

7. A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at King’s College Cambridge
8. Advent Wreath Tutorial
9. Great ‘O’ Antiphons Prayer Companion by Jennifer Gregory Miller
10. Antiphon Coloring Sheets
11. Gregorian Chant of the O Antiphons sung by Scott Turkington
12. The ManWho Invented Christmas - a movie
13. Professor Carol’s Advent Calendar (2023 coming soon)
14. Colorado Ballet Company’s Live Stream Performances (Nutcracker &
More)

15. Nutcracker video course by SQUILT
16. Christmas Extravaganza Video Art Lessons at chalkpastel.com

17. Charlie Brown Christmas homeschool art and music activities at
chalkpastel.com

https://heritagebooks.org/products/grandpas-box-retelling-the-biblical-story-of-redemption-meade.html
https://classicalu.com/schole-communities/schole-silver-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ml-zV3WwJDU&t=1212s
https://jubalslyre.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Dicke-Text-Study-of-Handels-Messiah-rev.-230912.pdf
https://editions-nicolas-sceaux.fr/catalogue/handel/messiah
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL7812927M/The_Messiah
https://www.amazon.com/Handel-Neville-Marriner-Academy-Martin/dp/B000VHQ2EA/ref=sr_1_15?ie=UTF8&qid=1543440561&sr=8-15&keywords=academy+of+st.+martin+in+the+fields+and+sir+neville+marriner
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/chapel/a-festival-of-nine-lessons-and-carols
https://youtu.be/nfLercSrzD4
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/handouts/O_antiphons_prayer_companion_rev2015.pdf
https://maryellenb.typepad.com/o_night_divine/advent---o-antiphons-dec-17-23/
https://musicasacra.com/2007/12/time-for-the-o-antiphons/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6225520/
https://professorcarol.com/advent-calendar-2022/
https://coloradoballet.org/Live-Stream
https://www.squiltmusic.com/products/the-nutcracker
https://chalkpastel.com/product/christmas-extravaganza-video-art-lessons/
https://chalkpastel.com/charlie-brown-christmas-art-and-music/

